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in Art Classrooms

Seeing film in a theater with a group
of people can be considered a group
gestalt, like going on a rollercoaster ride

or on a road trip. We are in a darkened space. Outsized light, sound, color and action
sublimely transport us to another place. Sequences provide a sense of

journey and completion. Our emotions are aroused. Afterwards, we are
somewhat transformed, often longing for more. Viewing film is simila:
to attending a religious service; it puts us into an altered state of mind,
5 and we often forget about ourselves as we move into the story
6(9 (Benjamin, 1939/1968). Images and music trigger subconscious

emotions, and, if repeated enough times within the plot, they can elicit
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