
Database Basics

How To Use
CQ Researcher Online



Overview

• Databases are electronic indexes, with 
both information about, and the full text of, 
journal articles, useful for research.

• This database contains only one magazine 
– CQ Researcher.

• This guide will show you the basics of 
using CQ Researcher Online to find 
articles on current event topics.

• There will be step-by-step instructions, 
followed by pictures of an actual search.



Search

• There will be a sample search to show 
how to find articles. It will show the many 
ways to search or browse this database.

• Begin at LSUE’s website:
– www.lsue.edu

• Click on the “Library” link across the top.





Search - Step 2

• Click on the “Find an Article” link.
IMPORTANT NOTE

• If you are on-campus, you can use the 
other links, such as “EBSCO databases”
or “Literary Reference Center”.

• If you are OFF campus, follow these 
steps. You will need to log in later (which 
will be covered at that step).





Search - Step 3

• What you will see is not a list of databases 
by subject, but the companies that make 
those databases.

• Since CQ Researcher is both the 
magazine and the company, it is listed.

• Click on “CQ Researcher”.
• If you are OFF campus, read Step 3B.



Search - Step 3B

IMPORTANT NOTE
• If you are on campus, you will be able to 

click into the databases without having to 
log in. This includes Bengal Village.

• If you are OFF campus, you will need to 
log in or “authenticate”:
– User ID is your LSUE ID#
– Password is “changeme”





Search – Step 4A

• Here is the main starting page for CQ 
Researcher.

• A new article is published approximately 
once a week.

• The most recent article is in the front 
middle – this one, “Political Conventions”.

• There are options on the left-hand side 
that we will return to later.





Search – Step 4B

• The next most recent articles – usually 6 
or 7 – are on the far right.

• This can be helpful when you want a 
recent topic for a speech, but have not 
chosen one yet.

• Let’s look at an article to see how they are 
organized and what to expect.

• Click on the title “Political Conventions”.





Search – Step 5

• Each article begins with an introduction.
• On the left, are the different sections of the 

article – such as Background and Outlook. 
All articles will have these same sections.

• On the right, there is a list of other CQ 
Researcher articles on the same broad 
topic – in this case, Presidential 
Candidates – in chronological order.

• Scroll down for more of the article.





Search – Step 6

• Here is the Background section.
• It can be very helpful, especially if the 

topic is new to you, or just to get a feel for 
what has lead up to the present.

• Scroll down for more of the article.





Search – Step 7

• Here is the Pro/Con section.
• It takes one aspect of the topic, and has 

both someone for and against it give their 
thoughts and opinions.

• Scroll down for more of the article.





Search – Step 8

• Here is the Chronology section.
• This can be useful when the article 

mentions many dates, and changes over 
time, by putting them in order.

• There are many more sections. A typical 
article is roughly 20 pages long.

• Scroll up to the top of the page.





Search - Step 9

• Most articles also have PDF full-text.
• At the top left is the PDF link.
• PDF is an exact copy of the article, with 

the original graphs and page numbers. 
Most professors prefer PDF over HTML.

• Click on the PDF link.





Search - Step 10

• PDF files open with Adobe Acrobat, a free 
reader that by now is installed on almost 
every computer.

• If a window asks for an upgrade, click on 
‘no’ or ‘not at this time’ if you are in a lab.

• Since this is “inside” the browser, you 
must use the lower “Adobe” buttons to 
save or print the article.

• Page numbers are at the top.





Search – Step 11

• Close out the window with the article.
• Return to the main starting page.





Search – Step 12

• There are many more articles in the 
database beyond what is shown on the 
front page.

• You can either search or browse.
• First, we will search.
• Type ‘smoking’ (without quotation marks) 

in the search box.
• Click on the “Go” button.





Search – Step 13

• Here are the results.
• Articles are listed by their score, or how 

much they mention the requested words.
• Notice how the dates are all mixed up.
• To sort by date, click on the arrow pointing 

up by the date column.





Search – Step 14

• Now the most recent ones are on top.
• But notice how low the scores are.
• You will need to find a balance between 

the date an article was written, and how 
much it focuses on your topic.

• Scroll down further.





Search – Step 15

• Here is an article from 2004 that has a 
score of 44.

• The score means that 44% of the article is 
about the words you searched for.

• This might be a good place to start, and 
then you could look at the more recent 
ones – or other places – for more current 
information.

• Return to the main search page.





Search – Step 16

• Now we are going to look at ways to 
browse this database.

• Browsing can be good if you don’t have a 
certain topic in mind and want to get some 
ideas to work with or choose from.

• There are two main ways to browse.
• Click on the “Browse by Topic” link.





Search – Step 17

• This will give a list of very broad topics.
• It can be helpful if you want to choose a 

topic relating to your major or future 
career, but are not sure beyond that.

• Click on “Education”.





Search – Step 18

• This gives a more focused list of topics.
• Some will have more articles than others.
• Click on “Undergraduate and Graduate 

Education”.





Search – Step 19

• Here is a list of articles.
• Note that it shows them with the most 

recent articles first.
• Now we will look at the other main way of 

browsing.
• Click on the “Browse by Date” link.





Search – Step 20

• Here you see dates – years – only.
• This can be useful if you don’t have even a 

general topic in mind, and just want to see 
what articles are available.

• Click on the “2008” link.





Search – Step 21

• This shows the articles by date, with the 
most recent one first.
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Actual results may vary.
Websites can sometimes crash.

Start your work early!


