Database Basics

How To Use
CQ Researcher Online



Overview

e Databases are electronic indexes, with
both information about, and the full text of,
journal articles, useful for research.

* This database contains only one magazine
— CQ Researcher.

e This guide will show you the basics of
using CQ Researcher Online to find
articles on current event topics.

* There will be step-by-step instructions,
followed by pictures of an actual search.



Search

 There will be a sample search to show
how to find articles. It will show the many
ways to search or browse this database.

 Begin at LSUE’s website:
— www.lsue.edu

e Click on the “Library” link across the top.
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Search - Step 2

e Click on the “FIind an Article” link.
IMPORTANT NOTE

 If you are on-campus, you can use the
other links, such as “EBSCO databases”
or “Literary Reference Center”.

 If you are OFF campus, follow these
steps. You will need to log in later (which
will be covered at that step).
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Search - Step 3

What you will see Is not a list of databases
by subject, but the companies that make
those databases.

Since CQ Researcher Is both the
magazine and the company, it is listed.

Click on “CQ Researcher”.
If you are OFF campus, read Step 3B.



Search - Step 3B

IMPORTANT NOTE

 If you are on campus, you will be able to
click into the databases without having to
og In. This includes Bengal Village.

 If you are OFF campus, you will need to
og In or “authenticate’.

— User ID Is your LSUE ID#

— Password Is “changeme”
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Search — Step 4A

Here Is the main starting page for CQ
Researcher.

A new article Is published approximately
once a week.

The most recent article is In the front
middle — this one, “Political Conventions”.

There are options on the left-hand side
that we will return to later.
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Search — Step 4B

The next most recent articles — usually 6
or 7 — are on the far right.

This can be helpful when you want a
recent topic for a speech, but have not
chosen one yet.

Let’s look at an article to see how they are
organized and what to expect.

Click on the title “Political Conventions”.
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Search — Step 5

Each article begins with an introduction.

On the left, are the different sections of the
article — such as Background and Outlook.
All articles will have these same sections.

On the right, there is a list of other CQ
Researcher articles on the same broad
topic — in this case, Presidential
Candidates — in chronological order.

Scroll down for more of the article.
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Political Conventions

Have they outlived their usefulness?

August 8, 2008 « YVolum

Bv Tom Price

Introduction

Every four years national political
conventions bring out the party
faithful — and the fanciful hats. Ohic
delegate Ruby Gilliam attends the 2004
Democratic gathering in Boston. (Getty
Images/S%cott Olson)

The Democrats and Republicans share a fundamental goal for their
upcoming national conventions: to produce scripted television shows
that will boost their candidates' prospects in the general election
without showcasing any intra-party squabbling. Under that scenaro,
convention delegates seem to have nothing to do but cheer Barack
Obama and John McCain, whose nominations were virtualy assured
before the conventions began. If the important decisions are made
before the conventions begin, ask some politicians, political scientists
and critics in the media, why bother to hold them? Convention
supporters argue that the gatherings are needed in case a nomination
isn't settled beforehand. The conventions also make decisions about
party rules that can affect which candidates get nominated. And
conventions are the one time every four years when the parties become
truly national organizations, with delegates and activists from around the
country mingling face-to-face.

Go to top

Overview

In the days before today's carefully scripted conventions, anything could
— and did — hannen. from fist-fishts to A verhal attack on a candidate's
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Search — Step 6

 Here Is the Background section.

It can be very helpful, especially If the
topic Is new to you, or just to get a feel for
what has lead up to the present.

e Scroll down for more of the article.
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predict what process will give us the best nominees. You can make an idealistic argument and say primaries
are more democratic than caucuses. But that doesn' necessarily mean a mixed system doesn't give you a
better result.”

Go to top

Background

The First Conventions

MNational political conventions haven't always been as predictable as in recent years. Conflicts in the past
dragged out conventions for as long as 16 consecutive days, created deadlocks that forced a multiday
recess, labored through as many as 103 presidential nomination ballots, spawned rival conventions and
nominees, and spurred the creation of new parties. lf—3-|
The Democratic Mational Convention — which experienced all of that drama — is one of the oldest
democratic institutions in the world, having met for the first time in 1832, The first-ever convention,
however, was opened by the short-lived Anti-Masonic Party in Baldmore on Sept. 26, 1831, Three months
later, the National Republican Party convened in the same city, Meither party survived to the 1836

election. l-a?il
The first Democratic Convention required a candidate to win support from two-thirds of the delegates in
order to be nominated. President Andrew Jackson pushed the rule to get his choice for running mate,
Martin Van Buren of New York. Van Buren was not popular. But the president controlled enough votes to
deny twao-thirds to anyone else, so delegates finally gave Jackson his way.

At the next convention, in 1835, the party adopted the "unit rule," which alowed the majority of a state's
convention delegation to cast all of its votes as a block, even if a minority of the delegation disagreed.

The two-thirds rule stayed on the Democrats' books until 1936 and the unit rule until 1972, Together, they
helped Southern delegates consolidate their power and block Democratic Party support for civil rights in
the 20th century.

Democrats adopted the first platform in 1840 and inaugurated the party's lasting penchant for divisiveness.

Gome delecatec attamntad tn remove Vice Precidant Richard lohnsnn fram the tirket and the fonvention



Search — Step 7

e Here iIs the Pro/Con section.

* |t takes one aspect of the topic, and has
both someone for and against it give their
thoughts and opinions.

e Scroll down for more of the article.
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Pro/Con

Should lowa and New Hampshire keep their special places at the beginning of presidential

campaigns?

Raymond Buckley

Chairman, Mew Hampshire Democratic
Party. Written for CQ Researcher, August
2008

Mew Hampshire and lowa's role in the Democratic
nominating process, their long traditions of
seriously and solemnly vetting candidates,
prompts me to say, "If it ain't broke, don't fixit."

| do believe, however, that the "fix" designed by
the Democratic Mational Committee before the
most recent election cyde has created a formula
that well serves the voters of every state — no
matter its size or demographic composition.

The four-state solution that allowed lowa,
Mevada, Mew Hampshire, and South Carclina to
hold caucuses and primaries before the DMNC
officialy started the race had the desired effect
that was contemplated when this year's electoral
calendar was designed: |t allowed every state and
the divergent demographic groups in each state
to have an equal voice in the nominating process.

Tha chanmane 4 thic vaarde calandae h o

U.5. Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich.
Written for CQ Researcher, August 2008

lowa and Mew Hampshire's first-in-the-nation
caucus and primary positions sell the rest of our
nation's voters short, and itis long past time to
change the system.

In most presidential election years — with the
notable exception of this year — the eary
contests determine the presidential nominees.
Early momentum, gained by winning overa tiny
handful of the voters, all but ends the primary
season. Tens of millions of voters are left sitting
on the sidelines in states with later contests.

Two of America's greatest strengths are our
strong and fair democratic traditions and the rich
diversity of our people.

We Democrats take pride in the fact that we best
represent our nation's diversity of race,
ethnicity, sodo-economic status and urban,

cuhnrhan and mursl racidande e tharafarn hord




Search — Step 8

Here Is the Chronology section.

This can be useful when the article
mentions many dates, and changes over
time, by putting them in order.

There are many more sections. A typical
article is roughly 20 pages long.

Scroll up to the top of the page.



r & B pby - b Page - FTools - @ Bl 3

Chronology

1830s-1850s
1831
1832
1840
1856
1860s-1920=
1860

1912

1924

19202-19502
1924
1928
1932

1948

k.

the House and the Senate to do just that.

Go to top

U.5. political conventions are born.

Anti-Masonic Party holds first national political convention.
Democratic Party holds first convention.

Democrats adopt first platform.

Slavery opponents conduct first Republican Party Convention.
Economic and social conflicts dominate the national scene.

Democratic Convention nominates Mincis 5en. Stephen Douglas, a moderate on
slavery, after 59 roll calls over two monthsin two cities; Southern Democrats bolt
party. . . . GOP nominee Abraham Lincoln wins four-way race with 40 percent of vote.

Former President Theodore Roosevelt unsuccessfully challenges incumbent Wiliam
Howard Taft at Republican Convention. . . . On 46th ballot, Democrats nominate Gov.
Woodrow Wilson of New Jersey, who wins general election.

Democrats nominate former Rep. John Davis of West Virginia on the 103rd ballot in 16-
day convention.

Radio and TV herald telecommunications era.
Republican Convention is first broadcast by radio.
Convention speakers shorten remarks for radio.

Democrats nominate Mew York Gov. Franklin D. Roosevelt on fourth ballot. . . .
Roosevelt delivers first acceptance speech at convention.

Democratic, Republican and Progressive parties convene in Philadelphia to
accommodate TV. . . . Southerners walk out of Democratic Convention over civil
rights. . . . Truman wins four-way general election with under half the vote.



Search - Step 9

Most articles also have PDF full-text.
At the top left Is the PDF link.

PDF Is an exact copy of the article, with
the original graphs and page numbers.
Most professors prefer PDF over HTML.

Click on the PDF link.
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Political Conventions

Have they outlived their usefulness?

August 8, 2008 « YVolum

Bv Tom Price

Introduction

Every four years national political
conventions bring out the party
faithful — and the fanciful hats. Ohic
delegate Ruby Gilliam attends the 2004
Democratic gathering in Boston. (Getty
Images/S%cott Olson)

The Democrats and Republicans share a fundamental goal for their
upcoming national conventions: to produce scripted television shows
that will boost their candidates' prospects in the general election
without showcasing any intra-party squabbling. Under that scenaro,
convention delegates seem to have nothing to do but cheer Barack
Obama and John McCain, whose nominations were virtualy assured
before the conventions began. If the important decisions are made
before the conventions begin, ask some politicians, political scientists
and critics in the media, why bother to hold them? Convention
supporters argue that the gatherings are needed in case a nomination
isn't settled beforehand. The conventions also make decisions about
party rules that can affect which candidates get nominated. And
conventions are the one time every four years when the parties become
truly national organizations, with delegates and activists from around the
country mingling face-to-face.
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Overview

In the days before today's carefully scripted conventions, anything could
— and did — hannen. from fist-fishts to A verhal attack on a candidate's
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Search - Step 10

PDF files open with Adobe Acrobat, a free
reader that by now Is installed on almost
every computer.

If a window asks for an upgrade, click on
‘N0’ or ‘not at this time’ If you are in a lab.

Since this is “inside” the browser, you
must use the lower “Adobe” buttons to
save or print the article.

Page numbers are at the top.
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Search — Step 11

e Close out the window with the article.
* Return to the main starting page.




he CO Researcher Orline | | s~ B L SRR

C Home | About | Help | Log Out &
Q Great research on today’s issues starts right here.

QUICK SF_ARLH + GO Advanced Search
:arch : .
. TELL UJS WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT THE NEWLY REDESIGNED (..__QRE'.'FE'II?T;?{?? SITE *rGive Feedback
opic
late
) CURRENT REPORT paiet C8, 2008 RECENT REI
wa
9 . . EF < [nternat
. Political Conventions il (05/01/
Have they outlived their usefulness? 'Human |
By Tom Price m china (c
; ; ; . J Race an
The Democrats and Republicans share a fundamental goal for their upcoming national (07/18/
conventions: to produce scripted television shows that will boost their candidates' =
-
5 prospects in the general election without showcasing any intra-party squabbling. Eg?;r_}?
R—— Under that scenaro, convention delegates seem to have nothing to do but cheer -
Barack Obama and John McCain, whose nominations were virtually assured before. . . B Transiti
hes ) TV (061
listory ﬁ Campaig
* Read the Full Report il Reform
iments mem Dealing
(06/06/
: — Changin
L THE ISSUES il Electora
» Are national political conventions obsolete? IN THE NEY
# Should superdelegates be abolished? » Anthrax Cas
*Should an orderly primary election schedule be established? Solved Sevel
wpic » Bin Laden D
ProrCoN Convicted of

Chanld lmwwas snd Naw Hamneshira kaan thair enacial nlaras at tha hasinnine af nracidantial cfamnaione? QHE‘EIE\.



Search — Step 12

 There are many more articles in the
database beyond what is shown on the
front page.

e You can either search or browse.
e First, we will search.

* Type ‘smoking’ (without quotation marks)
In the search box.

e Click on the “Go” button.
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Search — Step 13

Here are the results.

Articles are listed by their score, or how
much they mention the requested words.

Notice how the dates are all mixed up.

To sort by date, click on the arrow pointing
up by the date column.
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Search — Step 14

Now the most recent ones are on top.
But notice how low the scores are.

You will need to find a balance between
the date an article was written, and how
much it focuses on your topic.

Scroll down further.
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Search — Step 15

Here Is an article from 2004 that has a
score of 44.

The score means that 44% of the article Is
about the words you searched for.

This might be a good place to start, and
then you could look at the more recent
ones — or other places — for more current
Information.

Return to the main search page.
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Search — Step 16

Now we are going to look at ways to
browse this database.

Browsing can be good If you don’t have a
certain topic in mind and want to get some
iIdeas to work with or choose from.

There are two main ways to browse.
Click on the “Browse by Topic” link.
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Search — Step 17

e This will give a list of very broad topics.

It can be helpful if you want to choose a
topic relating to your major or future
career, but are not sure beyond that.

e Click on “Education”.
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Search — Step 18

e This gives a more focused list of topics.
« Some will have more articles than others.

e Click on “Undergraduate and Graduate
Education”.
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Search — Step 19

Here Is a list of articles.

Note that it shows them with the most
recent articles first.

Now we will look at the other main way of
browsing.

Click on the “Browse by Date” link.



' |§Ihercq_ Researcher Oriline

\dvanced Search
irowse by Topic
'ro/Con met!
ssue Tracker

ndex

four Profile

.o¢ In

i-mail Alerts
‘avorite Documents
aved Searches

Jocument History

teader Comments
n the News
:oming Up

:0R Blog New!
{ow to Cite
wugeest a Topic

wbsecribe to
lewsletter

Browse Reports by Topic

Home | About | Help | Log Out &

Great research on tnd;rj"s- Issues starks right here.

Advanced Search

Education

¥ UUndergraduate and Graduate Education

Title 8] «» 2]
Drinking on Campus
Academic Freedom

Gays on Campus

Reforming Big-Time College Sports

Black Colleges

* Rising College Costs

v

Combating Plagiarism
Race in America
Grade Inflation
Distance Learning
Community Colleges
Student Activism
Student Journakism
Liberal Arts Education
Drinking on Campus
Getting Into College

Academic Politics

pate ] L4]
Aug. 18, 2006

Oct. 7, 2005
Oct. 1, 2004
Mar. 19, 2004
Dec. 12, 2003
Dec. 5, 2003
Sep. 19, 2003
Jul. 11, 2003
Jun. 7, 2002
Dec. 7, 2001
Apr. 21, 2000
Aug. 28, 1998
Jun. 5, 1998
Apr. 10, 1998
Mar. 20, 1998
Feb. 23, 1996
Feb. 16, 1996

Type 1

@ CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher
@ CQ Researcher



Search — Step 20

 Here you see dates — years — only.

e This can be useful If you don’t have even a
general topic in mind, and just want to see

what articles are available.
e Click on the “2008” link.
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Search — Step 21

e This shows the articles by date, with the
most recent one first.
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