
NURS 1000: 
Researching The Ethics Paper 



The Assignment  

• Read your assignment carefully. What 
does it ask for?  

• Any research project, small or large, uses a 
simplified scientific method.  

• Formulate your research task as questions: 
What ethical issues am I interested in? 
Why? What is my purpose for this paper? 

 



Library Search Techniques:  
 

• Use the NURS 1000 Research Guide 
 

• Browse the stacks (LC class R = medicine and 
related fields). 
 

• Use the online databases as journal indexes. 
 

• Search the online catalog for periodical titles. 
 

• Try different search fields and search terms. 
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Keep Track of Your Research 

• As you find potentially useful sources, take 
notes, or take pictures, or send the record 
or document to your email. 

• As you take notes, remember that you’ll 
need the five bits of APA information for 
your references. 

• Author, date, title, source, medium. Be 
sure to note this information for every 
sources you may use. 



 
Searching the Library: 

Catalog, Discovery, Online access 
  



Online Databases 

 

• Electronic files include bibliographical data 
and, sometimes, the full text of journal 
articles useful for research.  

• Once you learn the basics of database 
searching, your research will be more 
efficient than open-Internet keyword 
searches. 

 



Discovery 



Result list—it can be refined 



CINAHL Plus with Full Text: 
A Primary Nursing Database 



CINAHL Search Results 

 



MEDLINE database:  
the National Library of Medicine 



Limit Your Search 



MEDLINE Results 



Take Notes 

• Once you find a record for a useful article, 
take notes for your APA Reference List: 

• Author 

• Date 

• Article title 

• Source (journal title, volume, issue, page 
range) 

• DOI or publisher URL 



Click on a title for the detailed record;  
it has the items you need for the reference list. 



Help with APA 

American Psychological Association. (2010).  
 Publication manual of the American 
 Psychological Association (6th ed.). 
 Washington, DC.  
 

LeDoux Call Number:  

REF  

BF 76.7  

P83  

2010 



For More Help 

Ask your instructor.  

Ask a librarian.  

   Call, email, or ask at the 
reference or circulation desks:  

(337) 550-1385 

pbrown@lsue.edu 

LeDoux Library 
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