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Citing Your Sources
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Intro to APA Style

• What – A system to give credit to any 
material you use in your work.

• Why –
– Cite at all? Because they’re not your ideas.

– Use APA? For the sciences.

• How – that’s what this session is for.

• Note: For several examples, the manual 
has contradictory rules and examples. 
Some in this guide are interpretations.
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Source

• Location: Reference Room OR Front Desk

• American Psychological Association. 
(2010). Publication Manual of the 
American Psychological Association
(6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.

• Call Number: Ref BF 76.7 P83 2010

• Also found elsewhere (Harbrace Handbook)

• The numbers (7.01) refer to book sections
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Layout of Slides

• Slide 1 – Type of Citation

• Slide 2 – Pictures of Source

• Slide 3 – Rules, Step by Step

• Slide 4 – Picture with Step Circled

• Slide 5 – Citation, Piece by Piece

• Repeated Until Citation Complete

• More Examples Follow
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First Example

BOOK

(7.02)
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Book – Step 1

Author/Authors or Editor/Editors

• If Editors, Add (Ed.) or (Eds.) After Name

• In Order Given, Not A-B-C Order

• Last Names and Initials Only

• Use “&” for “and” (Above the “7” Key)
– Example: Johnson, P., & Smith, T.

• If More Than 8 Authors, List the First 6, 
“…”, and then the Last Author.

• Group Authors Are NOT Reversed
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Book Citation – Step 1

Medlik, S., & Ingram, H.
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Book – Step 2

Year

• Use Most Recent Date

• Often Called “Copyright” or ©

• Do NOT Use “Printing” or “Reprinted”
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Book Citation – Step 2

Medlik, S., & Ingram, H. (2000).
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Book – Step 3

Title & Related

• Give Full Title & Use Italics

• Capitalize Only: First word, Proper Nouns, 
and After a Colon
– Example: How to sail with Tom and Fred

• Use Colon (:) For Clarity
– Example – Pizza pie: The story of a legend

• Include Edition in Parentheses “()”
– Do NOT Use Superscript (4th)
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Book Citation – Step 3

Medlik, S., & Ingram, H. (2000). The
business of hotels (4th ed.).
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Book – Step 4

Publisher & Place of Publication

• Choose First City in List

• Use State Abbreviation (Baton Rouge, LA)
– Unless the state is part of the publisher’s 

name; for LSU Press, it’s just Baton Rouge

• Write Out Country Name (Paris, France)

• Look for Main Name of Publisher

• Check Second Page for Spelling/Hyphens
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Book Citation - Completed

Medlik, S., & Ingram, H. (2000). The
business of hotels (4th ed.).
Oxford, United Kingdom:
Butterworth-Heinemann.

First Line – Normal
Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Books: More Examples

Schwartz, S. (1999). First aid for cats. 
New York, NY: Simon & Schuster.

Gibbs, J.T., & Huang, L. N. (Eds.). (1991). 
Children of color: Psychological 
interventions with minority youth. San 
Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.
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Second Example

INSIDE BOOKS & 

REFERENCE BOOKS

(7.02)
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Inside Book – Step 1

Author/Authors

• In Order Given, Not A-B-C Order

• Last Names and Initials Only

• Use “&” for “and” (Above the “7” Key)
– Example: Johnson, P., & Smith, T.

• If More Than 8 Authors, List the First 6, 
“…” and then Last Author

• If None Listed, Skip. (Not all are signed).
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Inside Book Citation – Step 1

Wearden, J.

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


Inside Book – Step 2

Year

• Use Most Recent Date

• Often Called “Copyright” or ©

• Do NOT Use “Printing” or “Reprinted”

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


Inside Book Citation – Step 2

Wearden, J. (1996).

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Inside Book – Step 3

Title of Article

• Give Full Title 

• Capitalize Only: First word, Proper Nouns, 
and After a Colon
– Example: Christmas cuisine in Louisiana

• Put Title in Direct Order
– Example – not “Cats, Pet” but “Pet Cats”
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Inside Book Citation – Step 3

Wearden, J. (1996). Carpet.

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Inside Book – Step 4

Editor or Editors

• If Listed, Give The Editor or Editors

• If Not, Then Skip This Step

• Look for “Editor” or “Editor in Chief”

• Do NOT Write Names “Backwards”
– J. Smith, & P. Jones (Eds.) – YES

– Smith, J., & Jones, P. (Eds.) – NO

• Add (Ed.) for 1 & (Eds.) for 2 or More
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Inside Book Citation – Step 4

Wearden, J. (1996). Carpet. In J.
Turner (Ed.),

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Inside Book – Step 5

Title of Reference Book or Set

• Give Full Title & Use Italics After the “In”

• Capitalize Only: First word, Proper Nouns,   
and After a Colon
– Example: The new encyclopedia Britannica

• Give Volume and Page Numbers
– Example – (Vol. 23, pp. 12-25)

• Include Edition if Given – (3rd ed., Vol. 4, p. 6)
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Inside Book Citation – Step 5

Wearden, J. (1996). Carpet. In J.
Turner (Ed.), The dictionary of art
(Vol. 5, pp. 828-842).

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Inside Book – Step 6

Publisher & Place of Publication

• Choose First City in List

• Use State Abbreviation (Baton Rouge, LA)
– Unless the state is part of the publisher’s 

name; for LSU Press, it’s just Baton Rouge

• Write Out Country Name (Paris, France)

• Look for Main Name of Publisher

• Check Second Page for Spelling/Hyphens
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Inside Book Citation - Completed

Wearden, J. (1996). Carpet. In J.
Turner (Ed.), The dictionary of art
(Vol. 5, pp. 828-842). Oxford,
United Kingdom: Oxford University
Press.

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Inside Books: More Examples

Sharp, K. A., & Frey, R. J. (2006). Down 
syndrome. In J. L. Longe (Ed.), The 
Gale encyclopedia of medicine (3rd 
ed., Vol. 2, pp. 1206-1210). New York, 
NY: McGraw-Hill.

Charming, P. (2001). Being a frog. In P. 
King, & A. Queen (Eds.), Royal history
(pp. 19-36). New York, NY: Fairytale 
Press.
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Third Example

JOURNAL ARTICLES

Photocopies

(7.01)
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Journal Article – Step 1

Author/Authors

• In Order Given, Not A-B-C Order

• Last Names and Initials Only

• Use “&” for “and” (Above the “7” Key)
– Example: Johnson, P., & Smith, T.

• If More Than 8 Authors, List the First 6, 
“…”, and then Last Author.

• If None Listed, Skip. (Not all are signed).
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Journal Citation – Step 1

Wagner, D., Byrne, M., & Kolcaba, K.

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Journal Article – Step 2

Year

• Use the Year ONLY
– Month and/or Date Only for Magazines

– Scholarly Journals Use This Example

• Usually Along Spine or On Cover

• Do NOT Use “Copyright” or ©
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Journal Citation – Step 2

Wagner, D., Byrne, M., & Kolcaba, K.
(2006).

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Journal Article – Step 3

Title of Article

• Give Full Title

• Capitalize Only: First word, Proper Nouns, 
and After a Colon
– Example: Helpful tips for eating Chinese food

• Include Details if Needed
– Example – [Letter to the Editor] or [Abstract]
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Journal Citation – Step 3

Wagner, D., Byrne, M., & Kolcaba, K.
(2006). Effects of comfort warming
on preoperative patients.

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Journal Article – Step 4

Title of Journal

• Give Full Title & Use Italics

• Capitalize Title: All But “Articles” (of, the) 
– Example: Journal of Marriage and the Family

• Give Volume and Issue Numbers
– Example – 14(2) = Volume 14, Issue 2

– Use Italics for Volume (14) NOT Issue (2)

• Give Page Numbers for Full Article
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Journal Citation - Completed

Wagner, D., Byrne, M., & Kolcaba, K.
(2006). Effects of comfort warming
on preoperative patients. AORN 
Journal, 84(3), 427-448.

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Articles: More Examples

Cloud, J. (2009, August 17). Why exercise 
won’t make you thin. Time, 174(6), 42-47.

Overbough, K. J. (2009). Acute coronary 
syndrome. American Journal of Nursing, 
109(5), 42-53.

Klimoski, R., & Palmer, S. (1993). The ADA 
and the hiring process in organizations. 
Consulting Psychology Journal: 
Practice and Research, 45(2), 10-36. 
doi:10.1037/1061-4087.45.2.10
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Fourth Example

JOURNAL ARTICLES

Library Database
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Database Article – Step 1

Author/Authors

• In Order Given, Not A-B-C Order

• Last Names and Initials Only

• Use “&” for “and” (Above the “7” Key)
– Example: Johnson, P., & Smith, T.

• If More Than 8 Authors, List the First 6, 
“…”, and then Last Author.

• If None Listed, Skip. (Not all are signed).
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Database Citation – Step 1

Manning, S.

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Database Article – Step 2

Year

• Use the Year ONLY
– Month and/or Date Only for Magazines

– Scholarly Journals Use This Example

• Do NOT Use “Copyright” or ©
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Database Citation – Step 2

Manning, S. (2005).

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Database Article – Step 3

Title of Article

• Give Full Title

• Capitalize Only: First word, Proper Nouns, 
and After a Colon
– Example: Fossil facts: History in the backyard

• Include Details if Needed
– Example – [Letter to the Editor] or [Abstract]

– Look Over Record for Details

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


Database Citation – Step 3

Manning, S. (2005). Young leaders:
Growing through mentoring.

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Database Article – Step 4

Title of Journal

• Give Full Title & Use Italics

• Capitalize Title: All But “Articles” (of, the) 
– Example: Journal of Marriage and the Family

• Give Volume and Issue Numbers
– Example – 14(2) = Volume 14, Issue 2

– Use Italics for Volume (14) NOT Issue (2)

• Give Page Numbers for Full Article
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Database Citation – Step 4

Manning, S. (2005). Young leaders:
Growing through mentoring. Gifted 
Child Today, 28(1), 14-20.

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Database Article – Step 5A

Database

• Capitalize Title & Keep All Caps as Listed
– Example: PsycARTICLES

• Use the “Full-Text” Database
– See Example – Do NOT Use “ERIC” Here

– If Only Given One – “Database” – Use That
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Database Article – Step 5B

• Give DOI If Present
– DOIs Always Start With “10”
– Listed as “DOI” or Sometimes as “URL”

• OR Give Unique Number IF NEEDED
– Used for “Unique Content”
– Material ONLY That Database Owns
– For ERIC, ALWAYS Give EJ or ED Number
– Also, If You ONLY Used the Abstract, Give 

the Abstract Number or Accession Number

• Do NOT Use ISSN
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Database Citation - Completed

Manning, S. (2005). Young leaders:
Growing through mentoring. Gifted 
Child Today, 28(1), 14-20. Retrieved
from Professional Development
Collection database. (EJ684167)

First Line – Normal
Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Database Articles: Examples

Godsell, G. (2009). Introduction to skin 
cancer nursing. British Journal of 
Nursing, 18(4), 240-3. Retrieved from 
CINAHL Plus with Full Text database. 

Sales, J. (2009). Linear models to predict the 
digestible lipid content of fish diets. 
Aquaculture Nutrition, 15(5), 537-549. 
Abstract retrieved from Biological 
Abstracts database. (Accession No. 
BACD200900388767)
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Fifth Example

WEBSITES

(See Note)
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Basic Website - Note

• In the new edition, there is no longer a 
section on “Internet documents”.

• For online versions of print sources, use 
the print rules and add a “Retrieved from”
line at the end.

• The closest type to a “found it on the web”
source is like a report (7.03).

• The key parts are: Author, Year, Title & 
Publisher or Retrieval Information.

• Use 7.11 for Newsgroups, Lists, & Blogs.
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Basic Website – Step 1

Author/Authors
• In Order Given, Not A-B-C Order
• Last Names and Initials Only
• Use “&” for “and” (Above the “7” Key)

– Example: Johnson, P., & Smith, T.

• If More Than 8 Authors, List the First 6, 
“…” and then Last Author.

• Group Authors Are NOT Reversed
• If None Listed, Skip. (Not all are signed).
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Website Citation – Step 1

American Academy of Family Physicians.

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Basic Website – Step 2

Date of Website

• Use Most Recent Date
– Look For Date Updated

– If Not There, Use Date Created

– Give Full Date, As Much As There Is

– Year First, Then Month and Date (If Given)

• Use Caution With “Copyright” or ©
– Often Is Date for Whole Site, Not Page
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Website Citation – Step 2

American Academy of Family Physicians.
(2006, August).

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Basic Website – Step 3

Title of Website

• Give Full Title & Use Italics

• Capitalize Only: First word, Proper Nouns, 
and After a Colon
– Example: Fun places to visit in Chicago

• Look at Site And Top of the Browser
– See Example – Both are Circled
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Website Citation – Step 3

American Academy of Family Physicians.
(2006, August). Anemia: When low 
iron is the cause.

First Line – Normal
Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Basic Website – Step 4

URL/Website Address

• Date is Only Given for Wikis or Changing 
Content (not shown here)

• Give the Exact URL That You Used
– Not – http://www.fish.org

– Yes – http://www.fish.org/biglie2.html

• REMOVE Automatic Blue Underlines
– Not – http://www.lsue.edu/library/

– Yes – http://www.lsue.edu/library/
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Website Citation - Completed

American Academy of Family Physicians.
(2006, August). Anemia: When low 
iron is the cause. Retrieved from
http://familydoctor.org/009.xml

First Line – Normal

Each Line After – Tab or Indent

(Roughly 5 Spaces)
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Websites: Another Example

Kessy, S. S. A., & Urio, F. M. (2006). The 
contribution of microfinance 
institutions to poverty reduction in 
Tanzania (Research Report No. 06.3). 
Retrieved from Research on Poverty 
Alleviation website: 
http://www.repoa.or.tz/documents
_storage/Publications/Reports/06.3 
_Kessy_and_Urio.pdf
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Extra Section

Citing INSIDE The Paper
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In-Text Citations

• Two Kinds: Direct & Indirect

• Direct – Their Ideas AND Their Words
– Must Use Quotation Marks or Block Spacing

– Author & Year & Page Number

• Indirect – Their Ideas IN Your Words
– No Quotes Needed 

– Also Called Paraphrase

– Author & Year (Page Numbers Encouraged!)

• Read Chapter 6 For More Explanation
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Examples

• All Together/Author Not Mentioned
– She also found that “monkeys hate chocolate 

ants, but love them plain” (Jones, 2001, p. 3).

– Another study (Jones, 2001) looked at ants.

• Split/Author Mentioned
– Jones (2001) found that “monkeys hate 

chocolate ants, but love them plain” (p. 3).

– Jones (2001) studied animal reactions to food.
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But Mine Isn’t Like That

• No Page Numbers – Count Paragraphs
– (Myers, 2001, para. 5)

– (Oates, 1968, Conclusion section, para. 2)

• No Author – Use Title
– on free care (“Study Finds,” 1982)

– the book All About Red (2003)

• Multiple Authors
– 2: use both; 3-5: use all once; 6-more; et al.

– Examples: Smith, Brick, and Tate (2003); 
Smith et al. (2003)
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Please note that these are basic 
examples. There are many different 
types of resources. Check with the 

manual, your professor, or a librarian if 
you have any questions.
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