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SAFETY POLICY FOR MRI 

Safety Policy for MRI The purpose of this policy is to ensure the safety of the Radiologic Technology students 

before entering a Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) scanning room/field. As students could have potential 

access to the magnetic resonance environment at the beginning of clinical rotations, students should be 

screened and prepared for magnetic resonance safe practices prior to entering the clinical setting. If the status 

of the student should change prior to magnetic resonance rotations, the student should be screened AGAIN to 

ensure the health and safety of the student is maintained (JRCERT)  This  policy  assures  appropriate  MRI  

Safety  screening  has  been  completed  prior  to  beginning clinical rotations MRI clinical elective rotation. 

POLICY: All students will be instructed on MRI Safety upon entering the clinical phase of the Radiologic 

Technology program. They will be screened at the beginning of each summer semester prior to the start of 

their clinical assignment. In addition, all students will be screened again prior to a clinical rotation at an  MRI  

facility.  Students  may  also  be  subject  to  additional  screenings  at  MRI  facilities.  MRI  scanners generate 

a very strong magnetic field within and surrounding the MR scanner. As this field is always on, unsecured  

magnetically  susceptible  (ferromagnetic)  materials,  even  at  a  distance,  can  accelerate  into the  bore  of  

the  magnet  with  a  force  significant  enough  to  cause  severe  injury  or  damage  to  the equipment,   

patient,  and/or   any   personnel   in   its   path.   Anyone   entering   the   MR  environment without  being  

thoroughly screened  by  qualified  MR  personnel  may  potentially  compromise  his/her safety   and/or   the   

safety   of   everyone   in   the   MR   environment.   It   is   the   MRI   technologist’s responsibility  to  control 

all  access  to  the scan room. Radiologic Technology program students become part  of  this  safety  team  

adhering  to  all  MRI  safety  policies  and  procedures.  An  MRI  Technologist  or Radiologist should be 

consulted if a student has a doubt at any point. Students will be responsible for reporting any changes which 

impact this screening and may thus compromise safety.

Although  there  is  no  definitive  evidence  that  occupational  exposure  to  MRI  is  harmful  to  a  pregnant 

student or her fetus, pregnant students will try to limit her exposure to the MR field. She will not enter the MRI 

room during active scanning to reduce the exposure to higher level of static magnetic fields and time-varying 

(RF) fields.

*source http://mri-q.com/personnel-exposure.html
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APPENDIX G 

MRI SCREENING FORM  

STUDENT __________________________ CLASS _____________  DATE ________________ 

General Questions:  Do you have any of the following? 

Yes   No Cardiac pacemaker. Implanted Cardioverter Defibrillator (ICD)/Heart valve/Heart  

surgery: Date/type _____________________________________________________ 

Yes   No Shunts/Stents/Intravascular coil: Date/type ___________________________________ 

Yes   No    Ear or eye implants/surgery: Date/type ________________________________________ 

Yes   No    Injury to eye involving metal or metal shavings ___________________________________ 

Yes   No    Are you or do you suspect pregnancy?  Or are you breast feeding? ___________________ 

Yes   No   Brain or brain aneurysm surgery: Date/type _____________________________________ 

Yes   No    Any electrical, mechanical, magnetic pumps, stimulators, and/or implants? 

 Date/type ____________________________________________________________ 

Yes   No    Any body piercing jewelry? 

Yes   No    Any breast tissue expanders? Date/type ________________________________________ 

Yes   No    Shrapnel or metal fragments in skin or body? Specify: _____________________________ 

Yes   No    Dentures/Hearing aid/Wig: Please circle which applies. 

Yes   No    Any type of prosthesis? Date/type ____________________________________________ 

All other surgeries: Date/type _________________________________________________________ 

If any of the above items have changed since entering the program, please notify the clinical 
coordinator.  

I understand that this confidential information will be shared with the MRI technologist/clinical site 
approving this screening for safety. 

_________________________________________ Student Signature 

__________________________________________  MRI Technologist 















GUIDELINES FOR SAFETY AND OPERATION 

FOR THE ENERGIZED LABORATORIES 

The program assures radiation safety in energized laboratories. Students' utilization of 

energized laboratories is under the supervision of a program faculty member who is readily 

available. During a lecture or lecture/lab course, a student performing in the lab will be under 

direct supervision. Outside of lecture or lecture/lab course, a student practicing in the lab will be 

under indirect supervision. However, NO EXPOSURES are to be made in the lab without an LSUE 

faculty member present. If a program faculty member is not readily available to provide 

supervision, the radiation exposure mechanism will be disabled. (JRCERT) The Program Director 

and faculty members of the Radiologic Technology Program are responsible for the supervision of 

all students enrolled in the program. The Program Director and faculty members are responsible 

for personnel who enter the energized labs at all times. 

Safety guidelines for the energized labs include the following: 

• The OSL radiation monitoring device shall be worn during any operation of the energized unit.

• Close all doors to the energized lab before making any exposure.

• Ensure that there is no one in the lab during exposures.

• Observe low hanging and projecting equipment while manipulating the unit.

• Ensure that all doors are locked when the lab is not in use.

• The lab shall be used only with permission of the radiography faculty.

• Students shall practice all standard radiation safety practices while operating the equipment.

• A professional demeanor shall be practiced at all times.

• A copy of the LSU System Radiation Protection Program (PM-30) regarding radiation safety is

located in this manual.

It is the responsibility of all students to abide by these rules and operating methods. Any misuse 

of equipment or deliberate failure to follow rules will result in disciplinary action. 

Revised 12/16 Reviewed 3/19 Revised 5/20, 10/21 

II. Basic Operation of Equipment (Performed under Direct Supervision)

A. Exposure Unit Console for AM RAD Energized Lab (T-105)

1. Turn on all line circuit breakers located near the radiographic table in each lab.

2. Energize the console by depressing the exposure switch.

3. Perform tube warm-up if unit has not been used for two hours. Be sure to close

collimator.

4. Select technical factors as needed.

5. Avoid prolonged rotor activation (boost) prior to exposure.

6. Consult tube-rating charts prior to large exposures.

7. When use is completed, turn off power switches in reverse order.

B. Exposure Unit Console for QUANTUM DRX Energized Lab (T-142)

Start Up Procedure:

1. Turn on main circuit breaker located above x-ray generator cabinet.

2. Turn on circuit breaker #1 in the electrical box located beside the main breaker box.
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